
July 4, 2026

2026 Mershon Association Annual Meeting and Reunion
Our 2026 Mershon Annual Meeting and Reunion will begin at 10 AM on Saturday morning, July 25th. We 
are meeting in the Lawrence Headquarters Branch of the Mercer County Library, 2751 Brunswick Pike (US 
1 Business), Lawrenceville, NJ 08648. We will be in Community Meeting Rooms 1&2. The library is at the 
intersection of US-1 Business and Darrah Lane. This is the same location as last year. 

Suggested Lodging: Hilton Garden Inn, 1300 Lenox Drive, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648. Telephone (609) 895-
9200.  See the Registration Form with this bulletin for more information.

Introductions: Each family group will have the opportunity to introduce themselves, share where they live and 
describe their connection to our Mershon family. 

Mershon Genealogist Pam Caffrey will present a program on our Mershon Genealogy database. We have over 
36,000 records of Mershon descendants and spouses in our database. Pam can show you what is in our database 
for your family line. She will be happy to receive any updates you have. 

Business Meeting: We will receive a Treasurer Report and elect Mershon Association officers for 2027. 

Show and Tell: Many of us have stories about our Mershon ancestors, family mementos and old photographs 
that would be of interest to our extended family. There will be an opportunity at our meeting to share family 
stories and show mementos. 

Lunch: A variety of catered box lunches will be available. Vegetarian selections are available by request. 

Afternoon Program: We will have a program about the “Ten 
Crucial Days” of the American Revolution, presented by historian 
Roger Williams. A Power Point program with photos and maps 
will describe the ten days beginning when General Washington’s 
army crossing the Delaware River on the night of Dec 25th, 

1776, then the two Battles of Trenton, followed by the Battle 
of Princeton on January 3, 1777.  American victories in these 
engagements were a turning point in our American Revolution.  
There are numerous Mershon family connections to the New 
Jersey Militia Regiments that participated in these battles. 
You can view a list of Mershon family connections to the First 
Hunterdon County Militia Regiment on mershonfamilyassoc.
org in the “Members Only” section under “Documents.”                           

Washington Crossing the Delaware River
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

Tour of Family History Sites: Interested persons will visit the grave site of our common ancestor, Henry 
Mershon II (1672-1738), at the Lawrenceville Upper Cemetery where 27 named Mershons are buried. Also, the 
graveyard at Presbyterian Church of Lawrenceville where nine named Mershons are buried. 

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

Saturday Evening: You are invited to join us for a no-host group dinner at a local restaurant. 

Suggestions Welcome: We welcome your suggestions for our 2026 meeting agenda. Please contact David Beun 
at dbeun@outlook.com, or by phone at (609) 417-3323 (New Jersey).

Enjoy our 2026 Mershon Association Annual Meeting Remotely: We wish everyone could attend our 
annual meeting in person.  For those who cannot attend in person, you can watch our July 25th meeting live, 
beginning at 10 AM Eastern Daylight Time, on the  Mershon Association Genealogy Group Facebook Page 
- https://www.facebook.com/groups/1508697169458584.  If you are not on Facebook, after the meeting we 
will post a link to the annual meeting on our Mershon Family Association website for all to enjoy - https://
mershonfamilyassoc.org/ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Report on our 2025 Mershon Annual Meeting and Reunion
by Clare & Sharon Mershon, Portland, OR

Front row, L to R: Pam Caffrey, Clare & Sharon 
Mershon, Gwyneth Beun.
Back Row, L to R: Sandy & Diana Ricigliano-
Crannage, David Beun, Leslie Roche, Joanna & 
Nathaniel Beun. 
Missing from photo: Jeff Mershon and Charles 
Hunt.

The 2025 annual meeting of the Mershon Family 
Association was called to order on Saturday, July 26th, 
at 10:00 am in the Community Meeting Room at the 
Lawrence Headquarters Branch of the Mercer County 
Library, Lawrenceville, NJ. Following a welcome and 
orientation, we started live streaming our meeting online 
using the GoToMeeting program. We had an invocation 
and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Each family group 
introduced themselves and shared information about their 
Mershon ancestry.

We approved our 2024 Annual Meeting minutes as printed 
in our June 12, 2025 Mershon News Bulletin.

Treasurer Report: Joan Swearer was unable to attend our 
meeting, but emailed we have a checking account balance 
of $1,320.21, plus two CD’s totaling $13,726.66. Update: 
As of 12/31/2025. we had a checking account balance of 
$2,283.87 and a $11,538.37 certificate of deposit.

Genealogist Report: Pam Caffrey reported on our 
Mershon genealogy database. We have over 36,000 
individual records of Mershon descendants and spouses 
going back to 1685. Using a digital projector, Pam showed examples from our genealogy database and 
answered questions from our meeting audience. Pam is administrator of the Mershon Association Genealogy 
Group on Facebook. (See the Mershon Genealogy article on page 6).

Status Report on the former Andrew Mershon Colonial Tavern: Charles Hunt showed recent photos of the 
former tavern that has fallen into disrepair.  Charles has a special interest because he is an Andrew Mershon 
descendant through Andrew’s daughter Rebecca, who married Elijah Hart.  Charles lives on Bear Tavern 
Road, about a half mile south of the former tavern. The former tavern has been vacant for over one year. The 
Smith family no longer owns the home after receiving a reverse mortgage on the property for some years.  The 
wood shake roof needs repair, the gutters have grass and weeds growing in them, the top of one chimney has 
partly collapsed and some clapboards have fallen off the exterior walls.  According to a notice posted on the 
front door, the former tavern is under the jurisdiction of the Federal Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
Agency.  (See related photos on page 7).
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Show and Tell: Laura Nawrocik of the Mercer County Library Staff visited our meeting to show selected 
artifacts from the Mershon Archives that are part of the Lawrence Township Archives, located in a locked room 
at the library. You can make an appointment to view the archives by contacting Laura at (609) 538-8112, or by 
email at geronimo819@yahoo.com.

Leslie Roche displayed a child’s rocking chair built by John Damon Mershon (1834-1908) for his daughter 
Letitia, born in 1867.  Leslie is willing to donate this chair to a Mershon descendant.  (See related article on 
page 4).

We recessed the live stream part of our meeting before Noon for box lunches.  

“Benjamin Franklin”

Benjamin Franklin: We resumed our live meeting at 1:00 PM for a presentation 
by Benjamin Franklin - realistically portrayed by William Ochester of the 
American Historical theater in Philadelphia.  Franklin rose from humble 
beginnings to be one of America’s founding fathers.  He originally worked for 
his older brother, a difficult boss who was a printer in Boston.  Franklin struck 
out on his own at age 17, moving to Philadelphia.  Within 10 years he was the 
most prominent printer in Philadelphia.  Franklin was so successful that he 
retired from printing at age 42 to devote his inventive mind to science and civic 
engagement.  Franklin is credited with inventing the lightning rod to protect 
buildings from lightning strikes.  He invented the Franklin stove, an iron fireplace 
insert.  He invented bifocal glasses.  Franklin was a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence and helped write our U.S. Constitution.  He was renowned for his 
wit and wisdom.

The American Revolution in New Jersey:  Trenton Historian/Author Larry 
Kidder described his several books about American Revolution events in New 
Jersey,  often called “The Crossroads of the American Revolution.”  American 
and British armies crossed New Jersey several times during the Revolution.   The 
Battles of Trenton, Princeton and Monmouth were fought on New Jersey soil, 
as were numerous smaller engagements. Mershon men participated in the New 
Jersey Militia.  You can learn more about Larry’s books by searching for “Larry Kidder, Author” on Google.

Mershon Officers for 2026:  Our meeting ended without holding a formal election for new officers.  The 
following 2025 officers had previously agreed to extend their term of service into 2026 if elected.  Therefore, 
these are our 2026 officers:

President: Clare Mershon                                               

Vice-President: David Beun

Treasurer: Joan Swearer

Genealogist: Pam Caffrey

Recording Secretary: Vacant

News Bulletin Editor: Vacant

Executive Board:

Clare Mershon

David Beun

Joan Swearer

Pam Caffrey

Harrison Hunt

Elaine Tredinnick

Jeff Mershon

Noel Barton

Clare & Sharon Mershon met Bill & Lauren O’Neal’s family at the Olive Garden Restaurant at 6 pm for dinner.  
This concluded our 2025 meeting.
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W.C. Mershon Schooner Painting to be Offered for Sale
by Bill Craig, Philadelphia, PA

W.C. Mershon Schooner
The frame dimensions are 47” wide x 34” high

Bill and Michael Craig, brothers who own the large W.C. 
Mershon Schooner oil painting that once belonged to their 
grandparents, Bill & Esther Craig of Staten Island and then 
Cape Cod, have decided to sell it. In consideration of the 
numerous family heirlooms and antiques that have been 
passed, or will soon be passed to them, they are faced with 
difficult decisions about what to keep and what to offer to 
others.

This painting was featured in the July 2023 Mershon 
News Bulletin, pages 4&5.  You can view this bulletin on 
mershonfamilyassoc.org in the “News Bulletins” section.

The Craig brothers strongly prefer that the painting go to 
a member of the extended Mershon family, who would 
appreciate and take proper care of it. The asking price is 
$2,000. Should no family member wish to purchase the 
painting, it will be consigned to Eldred Auction’s (Cape 
Cod) at their next biannual marine art auction, where it is expected to bring $3,000 to $5,000.

The identity of the artist remains unknown. Though he carefully examined the painting, Joshua Eldred, CEO 
& President of Eldred’s, was unable to make such a determination. He attests, however, that it is a very nice 
painting and also an old one (19th century). 

Bill hopes to be able to attend the Mershon Annual Meeting & Reunion on July 25th. If he is able to do so, 
he will bring the painting for display to attendees. If you have questions, you can contact Bill at his Mershon 
Design architecture office in Philadelphia, telephone (267) 243-9455, or by email at billcraig08@gmail.com .

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Mershon-Built Child’s Rocking Chair is Available
by Leslie Roche, Trenton, NJ
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Leslie Roche holds her child’s 
rocking chair.

Are you interested in owning a piece of Mershon history? This child’s rocking 
chair was built in the 1860’s or 1870’s by John Damon Mershon (1834-1908) 
for his daughter, Letitia Mershon (1867-1902). At the time, John and his family 
were living in Anderson, Indiana, where he was a carpenter. The chair needs 
a new home where it will be loved and cared for as an antique by a Mershon 
descendant. This antique chair is solid, but the length of the rocking runners at 
the base of the chair may not meet current child safety standards.  It probably 
should be used as a static display instead of being used by an energetic child. 

I am willing to donate the chair, provided the recipient pays for shipping, unless 
the recipient happens to be near Trenton, NJ, for me to pass it on in person. 
Please contact Leslie Roche at (732) 977-3401 if you are interested. Thank you!

Note: John Damon Mershon was a Thomas3 Mershon descendant.
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In Memorium

Elaine Tredinnick

Elaine Margaretha (Beegle) Tredinnick, 87, passed away on Nov. 25, 2025 in 
Ingleside, IL.  She was born on May 17, 1938 in Newark, NJ, to Harold and Hilda 
(Mershon) Beegle.  Elaine attended Mershon Annual Reunions in Lawrenceville for 
almost her whole life, beginning as a child with her parents.

As a high school student who had taken typing, Elaine typed the fi nal manuscript 
for Andrew Mershon and His Descendants, 1955, 117 pages.  She was serving as a 
member of our Mershon Executive Board at the time of her death.  Elaine was an 
enthusiastic supporter of our Mershon Family Association.

Elaine had a special interest in promoting heritage organizations. At our 2022 
Mershon Reunion she made a presentation to encourage membership in these 
organizations.  Most Mershon descendants qualify for membership in Daughters 
of the American Revolution or Sons of the American Revolution.  These two organizations have designated 
persons in each chapter to help prospective members assemble their documentation.  In addition, our Mershon 
genealogy database is available for assistance.  All Mershon descendants qualify for membership in Founders 
of New Jersey.  See – www.njfounders.org/   Andrew3 Mershon descendants qualify for membership in Flagon 
and Trencher, an organization for descendants of colonial tavern keepers.  See – www.fl agonandtrencher.org/
index.htm 

Elaine and husband Tom moved from New Jersey to Illinois in 1978 for job reasons, but they continued to be 
active in our Mershon Association.  Elaine is survived by Tom and their two children, Andrew and Victoria.  
She was a Andrew3 Mershon descendant. We will miss Elaine’s cheerful spirit!  Here is a link to Elaine’s full 
obituary - https://obits.nj.com/us/obituaries/starledger/name/elaine-tredinnick-obituary?id=60168424 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Beverly Mershon (Miller) Smith, 96, passed away on Feb. 2, 2026.  
She was born to Clarence and Hester (Mershon) Miller on Jan. 22, 1930 
in Detroit, MI.   Beverly met her husband, Richard Herbert Smith while 
she was an art student at Wayne State University. Later in life, Beverly 
earned BA and Master’s degrees in history from Oakland University, near 
Detroit.

Richard and Beverly raised their family of three children (Douglas, Brian 
& Penelope) in the Detroit area where Richard worked as an engineer 
for Chrysler and General Motors.  Beverly became a participant in our 
Mershon Family Association after tracing her mother’s family roots 
and identifying ancestors that qualifi ed her to join the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.  

Richard & Beverly Smith

Richard and Beverly moved in 2014 from Michigan to near Dallas, TX, for a warmer climate and to be close 
to their son Brian’s family. Richard and Beverly continued to attend our Mershon Annual Reunions until 
2019, combining their trip with a visit to son Doug’s family in Basking Ridge, NJ.  They were married for 68 
years until Richard passed away in 2020.  With assistance, Beverly was able to continue viewing our Mershon 
reunions online. She was a Thomas3 Mershon descendant. Here is a link to Beverly’s full obituary – https://
www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Beverly-Mershon-Smith?obId=47274922 



Mershon Genealogy
Our Mershon Association Genealogist is Pam Caffrey, New Address: 45 Bracken Hill Road, Hamburg, NJ 
07419; Email: pcaffrey24@outlook.com; Cell Phone: (201) 739-2308.

Our Mershon genealogy database now includes records for over 38,000 individuals, tracing back to 1685! If 
you’d like to know what’s documented about your Mershon family line—or if you have updates to share—
please reach out to Pam.

When submitting updates, be sure to include as much detail as possible: names, birth dates, marriage dates, 
death dates, and the locations where these events took place.

Our Mershon Association Genealogy Group on Facebook, created and moderated by Pam, has grown to 
525 members and continues to be a vibrant hub for family connections and discoveries. If you haven’t joined 
yet, we encourage you to check it out! To keep the group focused and meaningful, new members are asked 
to answer a few brief questions before joining. If you’re inviting someone, please ensure they have Mershon 
ancestry or are related by marriage to a Mershon.

Please note: Several membership requests are currently listed as “pending” because the questions haven’t been 
answered—please help us keep things moving by reminding any invitees to complete this step.

As a reminder, for privacy reasons, our Genealogist does not release information on living individuals outside 
your immediate family (parents, grandparents, siblings, children, spouses) unless those individuals are over 110 
years old or have given written consent. This standard aligns with the guidelines followed by Ancestry.com 
and other major genealogy platforms.

____________________________________________________________________________

For Your Information
1. Donations Needed: We are a non-profit association without dues. We appreciate your donations to help pay 
the costs of printing and mailing our Mershon News Bulletin, preserving our family records, hosting our annual 
meetings and for outside program presenters. Please make donation checks to the “Mershon Association.” Mail 
to our Treasurer at her new address: Joan Swearer, 1513 Lockewood, Drive, Lynchburg, VA  24502. Thank you!

2. Please send U.S. Mail or email address changes to Clare Mershon, 3809 NE 136th Place, Portland, OR 
97230, or by email at ecmershon@aol.com. There are currently 1,027 persons on our mailing list. We need 
your help to avoid losing contact with you when your mail address or email address changes!

3. If you can receive our Mershon News Bulletin by email, please send your email address to Clare 
Mershon at ecmershon@aol.com. About 75% of our mail list receives their bulletin by email. The advantages 
are you will receive our bulletin sooner, with color photographs and our Association saves the cost of printing 
and postage. Our June 2025 bulletin cost $703.56 to print and mail 250 copies at a cost of $2.81 each.

4. Visit our Mershon Family Association website at: mershonfamilyassoc.org.  In 2025, our website 
received an average of about 50 visitors per month making over 170 separate views. We get several new 
members each month from persons viewing our website. We thank Bill O’Neal of Ewing, NJ, for being our 
webmaster and for building the current version of our website!

5. Mershon Family Store: You can view a mail order price list of our Mershon Genealogy books, Mershon 
Family Coat of Arms, Mershon Polo Shirts, Andrew Mershon Tavern Album, Video Tour of the Andrew 
Mershon Tavern DVD, and Mershon Family History in New Jersey DVD on our Mershon website at this link 
- https://mershonfamilyassoc.org/mershon-store/

6



Exterior Photos of the former Andrew Mershon Colonial Tavern
1258 Bear Tavern Road, Titusville,NJ 08560

Photos taken by Clare Mershon one year ago on July 25, 2025

East side of the of the former tavern showing 
deterioration of the wood shake roof over the 
kitchen.

South (front) side of the former tavern.  Notice 
several missing clapboards above the the stone 
center section of the former tavern.  The grass 
immediately around the building is mowed by a 
maintenance company.

North (back) side of the former tavern.  Grass and 
moss are growing on the deteriorating wood shake 
roof and in the gutters.

West side of the former tavern.  The wood clapboard 
siding is coming loose and in some places falling 
off.  The two rectangular bare spots at ground level 
are the backs of two masonry fireplaces.

The Homes.com website reports this property has been owned by Gateway Funding Diversified Mortgage 
Services since August 2025.  Recent phone calls to learn their plans have not been successful. Previously, it was 
owned by 1258 Bear Tavern, LLC, from August 2023 to August 2025. Before August 2023, the listed owners 
were Elmer and Anne Smith who bought the property in 1976 and restored the former tavern to be their home.  
Elmer Smith passed away in 2020 from COVID.  (Notes by Clare Mershon)
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Earl Clare Mershon
3809 NE 136th Place
Portland, OR 97230-2720

Return Service Requested

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank You!
Our Mershon Association is a non-profit corporation without dues. Your generous donations pay the costs of 
printing and mailing our Mershon News Bulletin, hosting our annual meetings, special programs by outside 
presenters, ancestry.com subscription for our Genealogist and maintaining our Mershon Association website.

Listed below with our appreciation are our contributors during 2025. If any contributions were not recorded, 
we apologize and ask you to notify our Treasurer Joan Swearer by phone at (732) 259-3730 or by email at 
jtswearer@gmail.com.

Jeffrey Mershon, Monroe Township, NJ

Kenneth & Jennette McCone, Yucaipa, CA

Rick (Will F.) Hoffman, Harwood, MD

David Mershon, Harve De Grace, MD

Karen Mershon Petzel, Corsicana, TX

Vernon Thomson, Jr., Vermont, IL

Clare & Sharon Mershon, Portland, OR
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Registration Form

2026 Mershon Association Annual Meeting & Reunion
Saturday, July 25, 2026, Beginning at 10 AM

Meeting Location: Lawrence Headquarters Branch of the Mercer County Library, 2751 Brunswick Pike (US 1
- Business), Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

Suggested Lodging: Hilton Garden Inn Princeton Lawrenceville, 1300 Lenox Drive, Lawrenceville, NJ 08540,
telephone (609) 895-9200. Lenox Drive intersects with Princeton Pike, close to I-295. Make your room
reservation online to get the best room rates. Google: “Hotels near Lawrenceville, NJ.” Breakfast is available at 
the hotel restaurant, but it is not included in the room rate.

Name____________________________________ Phone________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________

Email ________________________________

Names of other persons in your party:
___________________________________________________________________________________

Children and their ages: _____________________________________________________________

Lunch Reservations for our Annual Meeting on Saturday, July 25th, at the Mercer County Library:
(Vegetarian selections are available by special request)

______ Adults @ $10 each, total = _________

______ Children under 14 @ $6.00 each, total = _________

Please return this form with personal checks for lunches written to the “Mershon Association” by July
22nd to:

David Beun
226 Meadow Drive
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

Note:  We welcome walk-in attendeees to our meeting without registering in advance, but knowing who is 
coming in advance helps with planning and speeds checking in at our meeting.


